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How to use the Rhyme Time NUS'C AND
Lullabies (1) DAN CE

Hush, Be Still
This is a sweet and simple lullaby based on the well known
Fairies’ Song from A Midsummer Night’'s Dream:

You spotted snakes with double tongue,
Thorny hedgehogs, be not seen;

Newts and blind-worms, do no wrong,
Come not near our fairy queen.
Philomel, with melody

Sing in our sweet lullaby;

Lulla, lulla, lullaby, lulla, lulla, lullaby:
Never harm,

Nor spell nor charm,

Come our lovely lady nigh;

So, good night, with lullaby.
Weaving spiders, come not here;
Hence, you long-legg'd spinners, hence!
Beetles black, approach not near;
Worm nor snail, do no offence.

In the song, we meet some of the creatures the Fairies sing
about, and there are gaps in the music for the singers to make
actions and sounds associated with those animals. For example,
you may want to make a hissing sound after the lyrics about
snakes and wriggle after you sing about the worms, but usually
the best ideas come from the children themselves, so do feel
free to get your sounds and movements from them. This also
applies to other key words in the song, like *hush’, ‘sleep’ and
the ‘Fairy Queen’. Try making a rocking motion when you sing
‘lulla, Iulla, lullaby’. This should help your singers with the smooth
and lilfing rhythm of the song.
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| am An Actor

In this fun action song, we pretend to be all sorts of different characters we
might meet in a Shakespeare play, and we build up a list, adding one
character in each verse. There is space in the music for associated actions,
as follows;

Soldier - do four stamps in a march

King - bow down and come up again

Fairy - wave a magic wand

Messenger - run on the spot as if you're in a hurry
Hero - pump your fists heroically in the air

Witch - cackle

Bear - roar like a grizzly!

The song finishes with the Bear, so it's important that's it's really loud, and it
might be fun to pretend to run away after the roar, as quickly as you can!

The song is designed so that all the children get to be all the characters, but
you could also assign one child or a small group to be responsible for the
actions of just one of the characters each.

Don't worry if you get the order wrong or forget the actions - the idea is that
everyone has lots of fun pretending to be lots of different characters!

Shakespeare Singalong

The chorus of this feel-good song celebrates the work of Shakespeare and
encourages everyone to join in and sing along. Teach the chorus first, so
that each time you come to it, your singers know what they're doing, and
feel really confident about joining in.

Each verse focuses on a different play; first Hamlet, next Romeo and Juliet
and finally Macbeth. This song has quite a lot of text, so it is designed to be
sung as call and response - the leader sings the first line which is repeated
by the children, then the second line is sung and repeated etc. This way, all
the children need to remember is the Chorus.
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