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Short Shakespeare Tale PL AYS

- A Midsummer Night's
Dream

In ancient Athens, two lovers — Hermia and Lysander — are
desperate to get married to one another. However, Hermia's
father dislikes Lysander and wants his daughter to marry
Demetrius instead. (1)

They decide to run away so that they can get married in secret.
Before they leave Athens, they tell Hermia's best friend, Helena,
that they want to run away that very night. (2)

Helena is madly in love with Demetrius — the one who is
supposed to be marrying Hermia — so she goes off to tell him
about her friend’s plan to run away. Demetrius runs after Hermia
and Lysander, and is himself chased by Helena into a giant
wood outside the city. (3)

Meanwhile, in the woods,
the fairy king, Oberon,
is cross with his queen,
Titania. He orders his
magical servant, Puck,
to fetch a special
flower that makes
people fallin love

with whatever
creature they

first see after

opening their

eyes. (4)

* The numbers in brackets refer to key quotes from the play found on the last page of this resource.
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While Puck is away, Oberon overhears Helena begging
Demetrius to love her instead of Hermia. Oberon becomes
angry at Demetrius and orders Puck to use the flower on him
while he is asleep. (5)

In the meantime, Oberon uses the flower on Titania while she is
sleeping and, when she wakes up, she falls in love with a man
called Bottom on whom Puck has cast a spell so that he has
the body of a man but the head of a donkey! (6)

Puck goes off and finds a
young man asleep. He thinks
that it is Demetrius (but really
it's Lysander) and uses the
magical flower on him. Along
comes Helena who is lost and
tired, and she sees Lysander
asleep. When she wakes him
up, he instantly falls in love
with her and chases her
through the woods. Oberon
becomes very angry with
Puck for getting the men
confused, so he uses the
flower on Demetrius. (7)
When Helena is running away
from Lysander, she bumps
info Demetrius who, when he
wakes up, also falls in love
with her.
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Dream

As the two men start chasing Helena, Hermia finds them alll
and becomes angry with her friend. (8) Confused and fired, alll
four of them fall asleep in the forest. Puck puts an anti-love
potion into Lysander’s eyes and then furns Bottom back into a
man. Oberon uses the anti-love potion on Titania and takes
her away to the fairy kingdom.

Early the next morning, the Duke finds all four lovers asleep
and wakes them up. Lysander says that he wants to marry
Hermia, and Demetrius declares his love for Helena. (9) On the
day of their weddings, the Duke also marries the Amazonian
Queen and their marriages are blessed by all of the fairies. (10)

For our full range of resources, visit SHAK‘SPEM

‘\I]*lktsl‘c“ re shakespeareweek.org.uk w

birthplace

© 2013 Shakespeare Birthplace Trust. Registered Charity Number 209302




image4.jpeg
A Midsummer Night's PLAYS

Dream - key quotes

(1) ‘The course of true love never did run smooth.’

(2) 'In the wood Lysander and myself shall meet,
And thence from Athens turn away our eyes,
To seek new friends and stranger companies.’

(3) 'l love thee not, therefore pursue me not.
Where is Lysander and fair Hermia?
The one Il slay, the other slayeth me.’

(4) ‘'Fetch me that flower,

The juice of it on sleeping eye-lids laid
Will make or man or woman madly dote
Upon the next live creature that it sees.’

(5) ‘A sweet Athenian lady is in love
With a disdainful youth. Anoint his eyes!’

(6) ‘My mistress with a monster is in love.
Titania waked and straightway loved an ass.’

(7) ‘What hast thou done? thou hast mistaken quite
And laid the love-juice on some frue-love's sight!’

(8) ‘O me! you juggler! you canker-blossom!
You thief of love! what, have you come by night
And stolen my love's heart from hime’

(92) ‘Now all the faith, the virtue of my heart,
The object and the pleasure of mine eye,
Is only Helena. '

(10) ‘Now, unfil the break of day,
Through this house each fairy stray.’
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