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Short Shakespeare Tale PLAYS

The Tempest

The story begins as a huge ship is destroyed in a violent storm.
The people on the ship become separated at sea and end up
on a magical island. The master of the island, Prospero,
possesses a magic staff and book. These objects give Prospero
magical powers and allow him fo command the kind spirit,
Ariel, and the angry creature, Caliban, who is forced to serve
Prospero and his daughter, Miranda. (1)

Once, many years ago, Prospero was the Duke of Milan until
his wicked brother, Antonio, rebelled against him and made
himself the new leader. Anfonio banished Prospero from Milan,
and he managed to escape in a small boat along with his
baby daughter, Miranda. (2) When they arrived at the island,
Prospero was able to use his books and staff to become
powerful. He was so powerful that he was able to create the
storm that wrecked the ship.

Back in the present, the people on the
ship manage to come on shore, and it
turns out to be Antonio, Prospero’s
brother, and his friend, the King of
Naples. The King's son, Ferdinand, was
also on board the ship. Ferdinand
washes up on a different side of the
island to the others and because they
are separated, Ferdinand believes that
his father has drowned at sea which
makes him extremely sorrowful. (3)
Suddenly, he sees a beautiful girl who
tells him that her name is Miranda. He
falls instantly in love with her and
promises to make her the Queen of
Naples. (4)

* The numbers in brackets refer to key quotes from the play found on the last page of this resource.
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Prospero is happy about this union because he knows that
Ferdinand is an important, powerful man. He makes lofs of
beautiful spirits appear to perform a dance before Miranda and
Ferdinand to celebrate their engagement. (5)

Back on the other side of the island, Caliban has grown tired of
being Prospero’s slave and begins to curse him. (6) When he
hears a voice, he thinks Prospero’s spirit servant is formenting
him so he hides underneath his cloak. The voice is not the spirit,
but the King's servant, Trinculo. After the shipwreck, Trinculo got
lost and began wandering around the island. When he sees
Caliban hiding, he mistakes him for a giant smelly fish. (7)

Feeling frightened by the storm, Trinculo panics and hides under
Caliban’s cloak when, all of a sudden, he hears the voice of his
friend Stefano who, like him, was tossed into

the sea after the shipwreck. Stefano and
Trinculo are hapypy to be reunited, and
when Caliban hears them speak, he
reveals himself fo them. Stefano offers
Caliban a sip of his wine, and Caliban
enjoys the taste so much that he thinks
Stefano is a god and offers to show him
the whole island. (8)
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Meanwhile, Prospero wants revenge against his brother, Antonio,
for stealing his Dukedom. So he sends his spirit, Ariel, to torment
him and the King of Naples. Ariel sings songs fo confuse them,
and he makes a huge feast appear in front of them, and
suddenly disappear when they touch it. He sets dogs on them,
and even appears before them in the shape of a giant scary bird.
(9)

Finally, Ariel says that he feels sorry for Antonio and the King of
Naples. Prospero decides to be kind and he reveals himself to
them. (10) He makes friends with the King of Naples after he offers
his daughter, Miranda, in marriage to Ferdinand.

Prospero says that he forgives
everyone for banishing him,
and leaves the island to
Caliban. He sefs Ariel free from
his servitude and sails with
everyone back to Naples for
the wedding of Ferdinand and
Miranda. Prospero asks the
audience for a round of
applause so that he can leave
the stage and return home. (11)
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key quotes

(1) ‘Lend thy hand,
And pluck my magic garment from me.’

(2) ‘they hurried us aboard a bark,

Bore us some leagues to sea.’

-~
(3) ‘Full fathom five thy father lies. '\t\@%\
Of his bones are coral made.’ ,

(4) ‘The very instant that | saw you, did
My heart fly to your service!’

(5) ‘These our actors,
As | foretold you, were all spirits and
Are melted into air, into thin air.’

(6) ‘'All the infections that the sun sucks up
From bogs on Prospero falll’

(7) ‘What have we here? A man or a fishe Dead or alive? A fish.
He smells like a fish; a very ancient and fish- like smell.’

(8) ‘That's a brave god and bears celestial liquor.
| will kneel to him.’

(9) 'O, itis monstrous, monstrous.’

(10) ‘Go release them, Ariel.
My charms I'll break.’

(11) ‘Now release me from my bands
With the help of your good hands.’
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